RACING ON THE BAY...A NEW BEGINNING

NBYA is pleased to announce our 2005 Big Boat Racing Program.  If you have a PHRF rating, you fit our definition of “Big Boat” and should consider entering these regattas.  There will be many changes this year as NBYA is fixing what hasn’t worked in the past while retaining the parts of the program that have provided fun and good racing for thousands of participants.  In case you missed it, we surveyed the PHRF fleet this winter.  The almost 80 people who responded gave us invaluable information about what they are looking for in a regatta.  Although we can’t promise good weather and a victory for your boat (as many people requested when answering the “Dream Regatta” question), here is what we will provide this season.  

· Good communication prior to race day.  

· E-mail communication to entrants will be standard with US mail service when requested.

· Regatta locations will be in the mid bay area to cut down on travel time.

· Notice Of Race posted on this site by April 7

· Sailing Instructions posted on this site and e-mailed 6 weeks before regatta.  All government mark courses will be detailed so you can do your navigation in advance.

· Scratch sheets posted and mailed 1 week before event.

· Written race management guide provided by NBYA to the host yacht club detailing how the regatta should be run from equipment needs through course selection to the social events after the race.

· Matchmaker service to help find crew for boats.  Available only to race entrants

· Good communications on race day.

· An experienced racer from the NBYA board will be on board the RC boat to communicate with the fleet and supervise the RC.

· We will endeavor to hold the racing in a wider range of conditions.  If it is too windy for the RC to get on station, NBYA will attempt to call entrants who have provided cell phone numbers by 9:00AM.

· Good racing.

· Goal is three hours of actual racing each day.  Course length and course type will be adjusted to achieve this.

· Try to minimize the rating band in a class (hint:  the more boats that come out the easier this becomes)

· Racing will start on time.  This is more important than getting the line perfectly square or the marks perfectly set to windward.

· Double handed class to race one race around pre-announced government mark course.  First gun 11:20

· PHRF classes and Sprit Boat class (if you want it) will race one windward/leeward race and one race around government marks per day.  There will be a ½ hour lunch break in between. First gun 12:00

· One Design classes (6 boats or more) will race 2 or 3 windward/leeward races per day with a ½ hour lunch break.

· Post race fun.

· The host yacht club will open the bar at 5 PM and have a nice selection of food for those who want to snack or have dinner.

· Moorings/dockage at a reduced fee will be available to those who want to come by boat and perhaps spend the night.

· Results posted at the social.  They will also be posted on the NBYA web site and e-mailed to entrants within two days.

· Trophy presentation around 7 PM

· Daily trophies for each day of multi day events.

· Flexibility.

· We will continue to listen to what you, our customers, want.

· E-mail any comments to Big Boat Race Chair David Schwartz david@gmtcomposites.com
NBYA BIG BOAT RACING IN 2005

· Macadamia Nut Cup     Saturday, June 18
· On this day in 1892, the first Macadamia tree was planted in Hawaii.  What better way to celebrate the start of summer than to come out and race.  Tropical costumes and tropical drinks are one way to add to the fun.  Come out for some hot racing near Half Way Rock (41( 34’, 71( 21’) then relax with some cold stuff at Conanicut Yacht Club

· Ice Cream Cone Cup      Saturday, July 23
· With the first regatta being the Nut Cup,  we figured we would continue the theme and present the Cone Cup in honor of Charles Menches who sold the first ice cream cone on this date in 1904.  Racing will be in the vicinity of Hope Island (41( 36’, 71( 22’).  Party on at the East Greenwich Yacht Club afterward.

· Herreshoff Regatta   Saturday and Sunday, August 27-28
· This will be a fun filled two day event run with the social held in conjunction with the Herreshoff Museum Classic Boat event.  Racing both days will be south of Hog Island (41( 37’, 71( 17’).  The Lobster Boil on Saturday is not to be missed.

· PHRF Championship of Narraganset Bay  Saturday, Sept. 17
· All the boats that enjoy racing will put this one on their calendar.  By this time of year, the little boat and crew problems that you have been fighting all season are ironed out.  You have the boat going like a bat out of hell.  Come test yourself as we hold two or three windward-leeward races near Quonset Point (41( 35’, 71( 24’) then continue the fun at the Wickford Yacht Club.

(The four regattas listed above are all qualifying events for the GMT Boat of The Year Trophy

· Swanson Cup & Bay Challenge     Sunday, Sept. 18
· Barrington Yacht Club will be the host for racing with a slightly different touch.  The Swanson Cup is open to all NBYA member club who can field a three boat team of spinnaker boats.  The sum of the ratings must fall within a certain range.  The Bay Challenge follows the same pattern for those who prefer non-spinnaker  racing.  Expect two exciting races.  The teams with the best combined score, go home the class winner.  

· Fall Series    Saturday, October 15 and October 22
· New this year will be some late season racing.  Why put your boat away early when October offers the best breeze and scenery of the season?   We expect to hold racing around both government marks and set marks.  Hot toddies at the club afterward.

